O F K
HONG WEN SCHOOL
30 Towner Road Singapore 327829
Tel: 62943340 Fax: 62937625
HWS/24/027

24 January 2024
Dear Parents/Guardians
INFORMATION SHEET FOR FEBRUARY 2024

(1) SMART Card Photo-taking for Primary 1 and Primary 6 students only
MOE has engaged a vendor for the photo-taking of Primary 1 and Primary 6 students for the
SMART Card. The photo-taking will be conducted on Friday, 26 January 2024.

Students have been informed of the schedule for their respective classes.

(2) Annual School-Based Health Screening in Primary Schools
The School Health Service will be visiting Hong Wen School from 1 February to 9 February 2024 to
conduct the annual health screening exercise for all students.

A message to all Parents from the Health Promotion Board (HPB) listing the different services for
the different levels was sent out via Parents Gateway on Thursday, 4 January 2024.

Immunisation is scheduled for Primary 1 and Primary 5 students only. If your child/ward is in
Primary 1 / Primary 5, please access the HPB’s Child Consent Portal to submit the online consent
before the start of the Health Screening exercise.

Only Primary 1 and Primary 5 students are to submit their Health Booklets to their Form Teachers
by Monday, 29 January 2024.

Your child/ward will be informed of the screening schedule.

(3) Monthly Focal Value for February — Resilience

The Monthly Focal Value Programme aims to build the character of our students by purposefully
instilling in them our school core values. Beginning this February, we are centering our focus on the
value of "Resilience." We firmly believe that fostering resilience equips our students with the
strength to face challenges with courage and a growth mindset to overcome obstacles. We would
like to extend an invitation to parents to partner the school in reinforcing this value at home and in
the daily experiences of your child. The table below illustrates how your child can demonstrate these
values. This table is also available on page 14 of the school diary.

Levels Behavioural Indicators (Resilience)

P1 and P2 1. 1 do not give up easily and keep trying.

| am open to feedback to make myself better.
| support and motivate others not to give up.

2. | take care of myself.

3. | solve the problems | encounter.
P3 and P4 1. | am excited about life and want to learn more.

2. | adapt to the changes around me.

3. | view setbacks as opportunities to improve.
P5 and P6 1. I manage my stress.

2.

3.

You may use the points in the table above to engage in conversations with your child about the
challenges he/she may encounter. Encourage him/her to embrace a growth mindset and highlight
instances where their perseverance has resulted in success. By actively participating in these
discussions, parents play a crucial role in reinforcing the value of resilience and its enduring impact
on the holistic development of the children.

(4) Chinese New Year Celebrations / Chinese New Year Holiday

The school will be celebrating Chinese New Year on Friday, 9 February 2024 (eve of Chinese New
Year). There will be no lessons that day. Students are encouraged to come to school in traditional
Chinese costumes, in red attire or in the school red T-shirt, with school shoes and socks. Students
are encouraged to bring two mandarin oranges to present to their teachers and exchange with their
peers as part of the celebrations.




As the school canteen will NOT be open on that day, please ensure that your child/ward takes
his/her breakfast before coming to school. Students are to report to school as usual on that day and
will be dismissed based on the staggered timing below. Kindly ensure that arrangement is made for
your child/ward due to the early dismissal. For students taking the school bus, the school bus
operators have been informed of the dismissal time.

The school will be implementing staggered dismissal on Friday, 9 February 2024.
The dismissal timings for that day are as follows:

Level Dismissal Timing
Primary 1, Primary 2 and Primary 3 10.25 am
Primary 4, Primary 5 and Primary 6 10.30 am

Students need not come to school on Monday, 12 February 2024 and Tuesday, 13 February 2024.
Students will return to school on Wednesday, 14 February 2024.

(5) Chinese New Year Hong Bao Donation Drive 2024

To promote the school value of Compassion, we are organising a Hong Bao Donation Drive after
Chinese New Year on 20 and 21 February 2024. All proceeds from this donation drive will be
donated equally to three charitable organisations, namely Kwong Wai Shiu Hospital, Pertapis Home
and O’Joy Limited. Do encourage your child/ward to donate part of his/her red packet collection (any
amount) to support this good cause. Please place the money in a red packet for your child/ward to
drop into a donation box in the school.

(6) Car Pick up during school dismissal
We would like to remind parents/guardians that there should be strictly no car pick up at Gate 1
(near bridge to Whampoa) and along May Road.

You may park at the nearby HDB carpark and proceed to Gate 1 or 5 to pick your child.
We seek your cooperation to adhere to the above as the safety of our children is our priority.

(7) GREENGOV.SG — Environmental Sustainability Measures

Since 2023, our school canteen vendors have stopped using disposables for dine-in meals in the
canteen. In addition, our canteen vendors are licensed to provide food for dine-in only and not for
take-aways (packed and taken home to be eaten later). As such, there shall be no sale of packed
food items for students from the canteen. Students can only buy and consume the food in the
canteen.

(8) Monitoring your Child’s health / Safety Management Measures

Since school reopened on 2 January 2024, we have students who turned up in school even though
they were unwell, and they had to be sent home subsequently. Parents are reminded not to send
your child to school if your child is unwell.

(9) Use of mobile phones and smart devices

The school discourages students from using mobile devices with communication function and audio-
visual recording capabilities in the school compound. If there are strong reasons for your child/ward
to bring these communication devices to school, they must be switched off and kept in the school
bag. No form of videography or photography is allowed at all times within the school compound.
Students are responsible for the safekeeping of their own devices.

For emergency cases, students may request to use the telephone in the General Office.

(10) Briefing for Parents
The school will be conducting Briefing for Parents sessions over two Saturdays in February/March
for the different levels.

Levels Date Mode of Briefing
Primary 4, 5and 6 | 24 February 2024 (Saturday) Face-to-Face in Hong
(Details of the schedule will be given later) | Wen School
Primary 2 and 3 2 March 2024 (Saturday) Zoom Session (Details of
the zoom sessions will be
given later)

(Note: Parents of Primary 1, 2024, have met the teachers on the first day of school.)

(11) Commemoration of Total Defence Day
Our school will be commemorating Total Defence Day on Thursday, 15 February 2024. The
objectives of this commemoration are to remind our students that everyone has a part to play in




defending our country, and the importance for everyone in Singapore to be ready to respond to the
ever-evolving threats and challenges to our nation.

To educate our students not to take basic daily necessities such as food and energy supplies for
granted, and how these can easily be disrupted by unforeseen events happening around the world,
the school will be holding a Food Disruption and an Energy Disruption Exercise on Thursday, 15
February 2024.

For the Energy Disruption Exercise, all the electrical appliances in the classroom will be switched off
for one period. Lessons will continue as usual. For the Food Disruption Exercise, our canteen
vendors will be serving only vegetable dishes with rice during recess. Students need not pay for the
rice (and vegetables) for recess on that day. There will be no meat dishes, which were considered
as luxury items during the Japanese Occupation and meat dishes would also be hard to come by in
times of real disruptions. However, the canteen will still operate as usual for lunch to cater to
students with various activities in the afternoon.

Through both exercises, we hope that our students can learn to be adaptable and resilient when
facing challenges. To help us bring across the message of Total Defence effectively, we would
appreciate it if you could refrain from packing any food for your child/ward on that day (for recess),
unless your child/ward has a medical condition or any special dietary requirement which precludes
him/her from participating in this food disruption exercise. Your child will continue to have with them
snack for his/her Take 5 break.

Students are also advised to bring a bottle of water to school.

(12) Co-Curricular Activities
CCA has started from Term 1, Week 3 for the Primary 4, 5 and 6 students. The timing is from 2 pm
to 4 pm.

Please refer to the following schedule for Term 1:

Week | Day Date Day Date

3 Tue 16 Jan Thu 18 Jan
4 Tue 23 Jan Thu 25 Jan
5 Tue 30 Jan Thu 1 Feb

6 Tue 6 Feb Thu 8 Feb

7 Tue 13 Feb Thu 15 Feb

No CCA No CCA

8 Tue 20 Feb Thu 22 Feb
9 Tue 27 Feb Thu 29 Feb
10 Tue 5 Mar Thu 7 Mar

Primary 3 students will begin their CCA in Term 3 and will be informed when the registration will
take place at a later date.

(13) Virtual Parent-Child-Teacher Conference (e-PCTC)

The school holds our Parent-Child-Teacher Conference every year on the last day of school in May
each year. However, for 2024, the e-PCTC will be held on Thursday, 23 May instead. More
details will be released later.

(14) Primary 3 Gifted Education Programme (GEP) Identification Exercise
The tentative schedule for the two stages of the GEP Identification Exercise 2024 is as follows:

a. GEP Screening Exercise - 15 August 2024
Shortlisted students are invited to participate in the Selection Exercise.
b. GEP Selection Exercise - 15 and 16 October 2024

More information on GEP is available in the following website:

https://www.moe.gov.sg/education/programmes/qgifted-education-programme



https://www.moe.gov.sg/education/programmes/gifted-education-programme

(15) Primary 5 Camp
The school will hold a combined Primary 5 school camp with Cantonment Primary School this year.
The camp will be held at the MOE Dairy Farm Campsite.

Details of the camp:
a. Camp 1 - 18 to 20 March (Monday to Wednesday)
5 Diligence, 5 Excellence and 5 Responsibility - three P5 classes

b. Camp 2 - 21 to 23 March (Thursday to Saturday)
5 Compassion, 5 Integrity and 5 Perserverance - three P5 classes

More details will be released later.
Thank you.

In Partnership with you,

Mrs Theresa Hong
Principal
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